SOLDIERS    OF    THE    PEN

Chopin (1810-1849) was of pure Polish descent
on the maternal side, while his father, Nicolaus,
had emigrated to Poland from Nancy and was
said to be the grandson of a Polish emigrant to
France. Chopin interpreted and ennobled Polish
folk music and gave it a new, sublime content.
His music, like Mickiewicz's poetry, was worth
many battalions to the Polish cause.

At the same time, Chopin was not the only
great Polish composer. Polish folk music was, and
is, not only characteristically Polish, a true
expression of the national character and mentality,
but also very old. As early as the fifteenth century
there were a number of Polish composers whose
names have survived to this day* In the sixteenth
century the court of Sigismund Augustus at
Cracow was a centre of musical culture, with a
court orchestra which included Italian, German,
Flemish and Hungarian musicians. Noted among
the Polish composers of that period were Vaclav
de Szamotul (b. 1509) and Nicolaus Gomolka
(1530-1609) and also Kochanowski who wrote
the music to the 'Polish Psalms*. In the seven-
teenth century the example of the court was
followed by the ' Magnates * and Princes of the
Church, all of whom set themselves to promote
musical culture. There were even operas and
ballets in seventeenth century Poland*

The greatest Polish composer, Chopin, was
followed by Stanislav Monuszko (1819-1872),
whose opera, Halkay is one of the most popular
pieces of Polish musical creation. Both Chopin
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